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NYE2013!
Pinestone Resort 

will be Rockin’ 
this New Year’s Eve!

Celebrate on the dance fl oor while our guest 
DJ plays your requests. Enjoy a late-night snack buffet, 
party favours and a champagne toast with your friends 

and loved ones as you ring in 2013.
Tickets are just $29 or two for $50.

Make it a ‘Stay where you Party’ package for two.
Includes gourmet dinners at the Heatherwood,

Rockin’ New Year’s Eve party, overnight stay for two 
in a resort room and Recovery Breakfasts 

(full breakfast buffet)

$270.80 inclusive!

4252 County Road 21, 
Haliburton 705-457-1800  

pinestone-resort.com 
reservations@pinestone-resort.com

All Christmas Décor - 50% OFF
TanJay & Alia - up to 50% OFF

Tribal - 40% OFF
Boots - up to 50% OFF

Mens Wear - 30-50% OFF

Calendars - 40% OFF
122 Bobcaygeon Rd. Minden • (705) 286-1567

Boxing Week BLOWOUT!
Country Magic`s 
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Ruth Walker just released her first novel, Living Underground, in September.

By Matthew Desrosiers

What started as a fondness for Algonquin 
Park turned into a second home for author 
Ruth Walker.

In 2006, Walker and her husband began 
looking for a property in the Highlands to buy 
as a getaway.

“I was trying to see if we could find a little 
bit of property somewhere, and up came this 
little exclusive listing,” she said. “The minute 
my feet stepped on the trail leading up to the 
cabin I felt home. I can’t describe it in any 
other way. It was just home.”

Nestled on a peninsula between two rivers, 
at the point where they come together, 
Walker’s new cabin would become an escape 
from city life and provide a quiet place to 
write, think about her stories and work on her 
poetry.

Having just released her first novel, Living 
Underground, in September this year, Walker 
actually worked on her final edits and 
revisions in the Highlands. But she wasn’t 
always a writer.

“Other than writing some very dreadful 
poetry at about 16 years of age, I didn’t write 
at all because I thought that was a place 
[for] people with university degrees and 
writing pedigrees,” she said. “You had to 
be something special to be a writer. It never 
occurred to me to be a writer.”

Walker would later take a university course 
in writing, and there was a creative writing 

element to it. It was a decision that changed 
everything.

“My professor said ‘You have a very strong 
narrative voice. Do you write?’ That’s when I 
knew. I was almost 40.”

The first thing she ever submitted for 
competition was a short story in 1996 
that won the Canadian Living Short Story 
competition.

“I thought I had it made after that,” she said.
However she struggled to break into the 

industry despite her success. Her poetry 
and short stories continued to win prizes at 
various competitions.

Now more established and with a novel 
under her belt, Walker looks forward to her 
time in Haliburton.

“It’s a magical place,” she said. “There’s 
just this space in which to think, that in other 
places you don’t have.”

Her interests range from outdoors and 
nature, to women in history and historical 
figures.

Walker is looking to bring some of her 
writing workshops to the Highlands. She 
is looking to make this place more her 
community, however she knows she’ll always 
be an outsider. But that’s ok.

“It’s better to be an outsider,” she said. “As 
a creative artist, absolutely. I think that’s why 
there are so many artists up here. We are 
always on the outside looking in.”

Author inspired by Highlands


